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Dana Rosemary Scallon (born Rosemary Brown on 30 

August 1951) is better known simply as Dana, an Irish 

singer and former politician. Her career began when, as 

an A-level student, she won the 1970 Eurovision Song 

Contest with \"All Kinds of Everything\", a subsequent 

worldwide million-seller. Over thirty singles and thirty 

albums later, Dana's career continues, now also as a 

leading songwriter and performer of Catholic music – 

like \"The Rosary\" album, another worldwide million-

seller. The singer became a popular pantomime princess 

– her portrayal of Snow White was so successful it 

lasted fourteen years, including an extended season in 

the West End of London. Her talent for charming the 

children was recognised when she was chosen to star in 

three Children's Royal Variety Shows. 

Within two years this surprising newcomer to 

politics had become an MEP – Connaught-Ulster's 

first female member of the European Parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 



DUBLIN -- Former Eurovision Song Contest winner Dana 
Rosemary Scallon has announced she's running to be Ireland's 

next president.                                          

Scallon joins a crowded field of candidates to become Ireland's 
ceremonial head of state in the Oct. 27 election. Others in the 
race include former government arts minister Michael D. 
Higgins and former IRA commander Martin McGuinness. 

The 60-year-old Scallon is known universally in Ireland by her 
stage name, Dana, following her 1970 Eurovision win for the 
ballad "All Kinds of Everything." 

Scallon is a Catholic conservative and a critic of European 
Union integration. She ran unsuccessfully for the presidency in 
1997, finishing third. She also represented western Ireland in 
the European Parliament from 1999 to 2004. 

 

Scallon was born in Islington, North London. Her father, who 

worked as a porter at nearby King's Cross station, was a native 

of Derry, Northern Ireland; he had been forced to relocate his 

family due to the high unemployment there after the war. 

Scallon was five when her parents were again forced to move, 

this time because of the London smog and the harmful effect it 

had on some of their children; their doctor recommended they 

return to the cleaner air of Derry, ironically when London 

passed the Clean Air Act 1956. She grew up in Derry's 



Creggan housing estate. In 1967, the family moved to an area 

known as the Bogside, overlooked by the historic city 

walls.  Although much admired at the time, these nine-storey 

apartment blocks were demolished after twenty years.  

About Dana Rosemary Scallon: Dana Rosemary Scallon, formerly Dana 

(born August 30, 1951), is a successful former singer turned Irish 

politician.  

 

Scallon was born Rosemary Brown in Derry, Northern Ireland. In 1970 

as a teenager she represented Ireland in the Eurovision Song Contest, 

singing “All Kinds of Everything” (written by Derry Lindsay and Jackie 

Smith), and brought home the country’s first victory in the contest. She 

had some minor hits in the British and Irish music charts subsequently. 

Always religious, she became more famous for singing religious songs, 

such as “Totus Tuus”, commemorating the visit of Pope John Paul II to 

Ireland in 1979.  

 
In the 1980s, she moved with her husband, Damien Scallon, and family 

to the United States, where they were involved with a Christian 

broadcasting network. She returned to Ireland in 1997 to become a 

candidate for the office of President of Ireland where, though an 

independent candidate with no party political organisation behind her, 

she came in a credible third, ahead of the candidate of the mainstream 

Labour Party. In 1999, again as an independent, she contested and won 

a seat in the European Parliament representing the Connacht-Ulster 

European elections constituency. 

 

She has declined to associate with any political party. She campaigns on 

“family values,” most notably in her opposition to abortion. Her decision 

in 2001 to oppose a government proposed amendment to the Irish 

constitution to place some restrictions on abortion, which put her at 

variance with many pro-life organizations, the mainstream political 



parties and the Roman Catholic Bishops in Ireland, on the basis that in 

her eyes the anti-abortion amendment would introduce certain 

loopholes, lost her much of her original support. The defeat of that 

amendment was blamed on ultra-conservative elements, who were 

accused by other anti-abortion campaigners of destroying the likely last 

chance to impose stricter abortion restrictions in Ireland. 

 
 

In 2002, Scallon contested a seat in Galway West in the Irish general 

election, again as an independent. In what was seen as a backlash 

against her stance in the previous abortion referendum, she lost 

disastrously, scoring just 3.5% of the vote in her constituency. 

 

Scallon lost her seat in the elections to the European Parliament in June 

2004, although her share of the vote on that occasion (13.5%) was 

somewhat higher than opinion polls had indicated in advance of the 

election. 

 

In 2004, Scallon again set her sights on the office of President of Ireland, 

but incumbent Mary McAleese was elected uncontested when Scallon 

failed to secure a nomination.  

 


