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Michael Daniel Higgins born 18 April 1941, known in Irish as Micheál D Ó hUigínn, or informally 

as Michael D., is the President of the Labour Party and the party's candidate to contest in the 

next presidential election. He was formerly TD for the Galway West constituency, and was 

the Minister for arts, culture and the Gaeltacht from 1993–97.Michael D. Higgins was born 

in Limerick. When his father's health grew poor, with alcohol a contributing factor, his mother sent 

Higgins, aged five, and his four-year-old brother to live on his unmarried uncle and aunt's farm 

near New Market on Fergus . His older twin sisters remained in Limerick.  He was educated at 

Ballycar National School, Co. Clare. Serving as Vice Auditor of the College's Literary and 

Debating Society in 1963–1964, he rose to the position of Auditor in the 1964–1965 academic 

year Before entering politics he worked as Statutory Lecturer in Political Science and Sociology 

at University College Galway(UCG). 

He is a fluent Irish speaker. 

Higgins originally joined Fianna Fail in UCG ; he switched to the Labour Party shortly 

thereafter. He was a Labour party candidate in1969 and the 1973 general election but was 

unsuccessful. One of the people who canvassed for him was future leader of the Labour 

Party and current Tanaiste Eamon Gilmore, then a UCG student. Higgins was appointed in 1973 

to the13th Seanad by Taoiseach Liam Cosgrave. He was first elected into the Dail at the1981 

general election as a Labour Party TD.He served as Mayor of Mayor on two occasions, 1982–

1983 and 1991–1992. Within the Labour party during the 1980s he was one of the main figures 

along with Emmet Stagg who opposed going into coalition. 

In September 2010 Higgins indicated that he was interested in receiving the Labour Party's 

nomination for the 2011 Presidential Election.  

He was selected as candidate for the presidency at a special convention in Dublin on 19 June 

2011, beating former senator Kathleen O'Meara and former party adviser Fergus Finlay. Higgins 

assisted his rival David Noris by urging his party colleagues on Dublin City Council not to obstruct 



Norris's attempts to get onto the ticket at the last moment "in the interests of democracy", adding 

that the nomination criteria were "outdated."  

Michael D Higgins promised he would be a neutral president if elected and not be a 

"handmaiden" to the government. The Labour Party spending on the campaign is "within a 

budget of €320,000". 

 


