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The Presidential Election takes place on the 27th of 
October. A key part of this build-up is the Presidential 
debates. 4 debates were scheduled to be televised on 
TV. On the 30th of September, all 7 candidates were 
introduced on The Late Late Show and then took part 
in a panel debate led by Ryan Tubridy. But the real 
action took place in the following two debates.  
On the 4th of October Vincent Browne’s Big 
Presidential Debate took place on TV3. Martin 
McGuinness was challenged by Gay Mitchell on the 
“fairytale” that McGuinness left the IRA in 1974. 
Vincent Browne then produced eight books stating that 
he hadn’t left the IRA in 1974. Gay Mitchell also went 
after Mary Davis saying she’d been “on more boards 
than Michael Flatley”. David Norris was unsurprisingly 
criticised over the letters he wrote to free his lover, 
Ezra Nawi, who had been charged with statutory rape. 
There were plenty of jokes made as Michael D. Higgins 
used a box to make him seem taller. But Browne was 
the real winner on the night. 
During a debate on Today FM Gay Mitchell stated that 
Ireland could rejoin the Commonwealth. He was also 
caught making remarks about suicide.  
 



 
On the 12th of October Miriam O’Callaghan conducted 
the third televised debate on a special edition of Prime 
Time. Seán Gallagher was questioned by Michael D. 
Higgins over his heavy links to Fianna Fáil. Martin 
McGuinness was outraged after O’Callaghan asked how 
it felt to be involved in so many murders. The real 
drama of the debate was delivered near the end of it. 
Dana Rosemary Scallon read out a prepared statement 
from her lawyers saying that “malicious” and “false” 
accusations were about to be circulated in a national 
newspaper. She didn’t divulge any details but it’s 
believed to be related to the court case involving Dana 
and her sister in the United States. She vowed to 
continue her Presidential campaign.  
An opinion poll in the Sunday Business Post shows Seán 
Gallagher in the lead with a massive 39%. Dana has 
dropped to just 2%.  
The final televised debate on the 18th of October on 
TG4, conducted by Páidí Ó Lionáird. Michael D. Higgins 
holds an advantage as the only fluent Irish speaker out 
of the seven.  
 
 


